VI

PREFACE

that attractively perfumed products are now within the reach
of the average purse, an impossibility if we were still entirely
dependent upon the rare and expensive natural oils.

It is still true, however, that the most delightful odors are pro-
duced by the almost exclusive use of the best natural products
in their composition, and the flower oils will never be supplanted
by the products of the laboratory. On the contrary, the two
work hand-in-hand and the demand for the natural perfume
materials has been heightened by their extensive use in connec-
tion with the synthetic perfume materials.

The use of synthetics is, therefore, of the utmost importance
to the perfumer, and the subject has been adequately treated in
this edition, especially In an added chapter dealing with the
benefit to be derived by the employment of the partially finished
perfume bases, products which put at the command of the
average perfumer the results of a skill and experience far beyond
his own attainments.

Another added portion of transcendent importance deals with
the most recent advances in the preparation of the natural per-
fumes. Pomades and concretes which were once the only re-
source of the perfumer have been largely supplanted by more
highly finished products in which the fidelity to the natural flower
is improved and which are incomparably more convenient for use.
Still other chapters have been supplied by several expert prac-
tical perfumers, who have consented to allow others to benefit by
their hard-won experience. The importance of the information
contained in these chapters cannot be overestimated.

For the rest, the general plan of the earlier editions has been
retained, but the material has been carefully revised to put it in
complete accordance with the best modern practice and every ef-
fort has been made to make the book of the highest possible
value to the American, perfumer.

A word of caution may be given as to the formulas. These
have been carefully compiled by experts, and in all cases repre-

